News
A horse is the projection of peoples' dreams about themselves - strong, powerful, beautiful and it has the capability of giving us escape from our mundane existence. Pam Brown, Australian poet

Director’s Message
CEPEC is continuing to make progress.
Major Events in 2014:
è An offer was made on a second site in
Two Rock (the original site was on
Roblar Road). The offer was dropped
due to unacceptable site terrain and
inability to reach an agreeable price.
è An alternative 930 acre site was
identified and contacts initiated with
owners. Talks are in progress.
è CEPEC
assisted
Sonoma
State
University in obtaining data for the
2014 Equine Economic Impact Report.
è CEPEC hosted its second major fund
raising event - a Benefit Concert (see
page 2).
è The CEPEC Master Plan was completed
(see page 3).
è Dr. Jan Roser, Professor, UC Davis
Department of Animal Science, joined
the CEPEC Board of Directors.
è Plans were initiated to co-host, with
the Sonoma County Museum, a three
month exhibit of the History of
Sonoma County Horses (see page 4).

Wanda Smith, Executive Director
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2015 - What’s Next?
è Site acquisition negotiations and

In 2013, the horse industry produced
more revenue for Sonoma County than
the grape industry.
A study published by Sonoma State
University demonstrated that in 2013
the horse industry generated over $613
million for Sonoma County. In the same
year, the grape industry (excluding wine
sales) generated county revenue of $583
million - $30 million less than the horse
industry.

The SSU study was based on results from
an online survey, use of an economic
model, and data from CEPEC research.
Horse industry revenue was generated
from many sources including: retail sales,
property and sales taxes, construction
and permit fees, feed, shoeing,
veterinary expenses, boarding, training
and show fees, hotel and restaurant
income, labor, facility maintenance,
insurance, and real estate sales.

continued new site research and
acquisition.
è Begin CEPEC pre-construction phase
(see Page 3).
è 2015 Fund Raiser “Tricks of the
Trade” - a conference of applying
successful tactics of renown
business and science executives to
competitive riding and equine
management.
è Soliciting artifacts and stories for
the history of Sonoma County
horses museum exhibit.

Jack London and Shire Draft Horse

Famous Sonoma Country Bred Trotter
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The complete report can be viewed at:
www.cepec.us/Articles/Equine%20Econo
mic%20Impact%20in%20Sonoma%20Co
unty%202014.pdf

For information about volunteering,
making contributions, sponsorships,
or scheduling presentations, phone or
email:
(707) 541-6091
director@cepec.us
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2014 Fund Raiser
On a warm, breezy Saturday afternoon in early May, CEPEC hosted its 2014 fund raiser at the
Draper Event Center in Santa Rosa. The goal was to raise funds and present a taste of CEPEC;
that is, portray the quality and versatility of entertainment that CEPEC will someday host and its
variety of venues. Over 100 attendees came from across California and as far away as Oklahoma
and Texas. Many were relatively new to the horse world.
Guests were welcomed with a complementary CEPEC visor and then enjoyed a gourmet BBQ
lunch with complementary wine and beer in the garden and reception hall. Throughout the day,
guests could peruse the Silent Auction which showcased over 33 donated items including an oil
painting, giclées, and prints of horses, vacation lodging in Hawaii and Puerto Rico, tickets to a
Giants game, the San Francisco Opera, Jack London Park’s Broadway Under the Stars, ballooning
over Sonoma County, a hosted day at the Sonoma County Fair Races, and the Grand Prix Races
at the Sonoma County Parkway.
Visitors got a glimpse of venues and events planned for the CEPEC complex on posters showing
facilities for Western and English riding, polo, cross country, and driving, conditioning track,
veterinary and education centers, horse camp ground, and museum.

Draper Event Center Garden

Lunch in Reception Hall

The band, Whiskey and Honey, rocked the afternoon away with country music and line dancing
lessons to songs by Miranda Lambert, Zack Brown, Blake Shelton, Lady Antebellum, and Whiskey
and Honey’s new CD. During intermissions, equestrian demonstrations were given by the
Petaluma Junior Drill Team, Morning Star Vaulters, and Western Dressage rider Susan Tomasini.
CEPEC Posters

Whiskey & Honey Band

Event corporate sponsors: Paint Horse Winery, Lagunitus Brewing Co., American AgCredit, Brelje
& Race, Jim Murphy & Associates, TLCD Architecture, ZFA Structural Engineers, Oliver’s Market,
and Draper Ranch.
To view more photos go to: www.cepec.us/benefitphotos.htm
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Master Plan Highlights
A master plan is an evolving, long term
planning document that establishes the
framework and key elements of a
project. It synthesizes the goals and
aspirations for a project, gives them
form and organization, and defines an
implementation plan.
The CEPEC Master Plan includes a
description of:
è Goals and venues
è Complex size and layout
è Revenue sources (private and
corporate donations / sponsorships,
federal, state, and local grants,
endowments, funding events, self
generated revenue)
è Economic impact
è Addressing market needs, community
concerns, and historic, agricultural,
and environmental preservation
è Plan elements (features, design,
architectural considerations)
è Services and activities
è Development and implementation
phases
è Management and maintenance
The Plan also includes an appendix of
background studies, as well as data
(revenue
generation,
facilities,
ownership, and services) from other
equestrian parks.

The three main stages of the CEPEC
Project (1.Planning, 2.Development, and
3.Construction) are described with
estimated time frames and activities (see
chart below).

Main Complex Layout Concept

CEPEC will be constructed as funding
permits.
Pre-construction
activities
(including design, engineering, and
permitting) can begin immediately after
land is acquired. Construction of the
infrastructure, riding arenas, and show
facilities should be able to begin two
years after Stage 2 is completed where
upon event income can commence while
continuing to obtain donations and
sponsorships. The service centers (vet
hospital
and
education/conference
facilities) and the entertainment facilities
(coliseum and museum) will follow as
funding is secured.

2009 - 2013 Stage 1: PLANNING
Market Research, Site Selection, Business Plan,
Non-profit Certification, Community Outreach
Draft Environment Impact Report , Economic
Impact, Open Space, Application, Pre-Permit
Application, Master Plan
2014 - 2015 Stage 2: DEVELOPMENT
Land Acquisition, Environmental Impact Report,
Design, Engineering, Permitting
2016 - 2020 Stage 3: CONSTRUCTION
2016 - 2018 Phase 1: Infrastructure and Riding Facilities
Power & Water Systems, Roads, Arenas, Cross
Country Course Polo Fields, Track, Trails, Barns
2018 - 2019 Phase 2: Service Centers
Intensive Care (includes Farrier & Quarantine
facilities), Education, Conferences
2019 - 2020 Phase 3: Entertainment Centers
Coliseum, Museum, Campground

To view the complete Master Plan, go to: www.cepec.us/Articles/Master%20Plan.pdf
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Museum Exhibit:

An Exhibit of the History of Sonoma County Horses
The Sonoma County Museum and
CEPEC will host a three month exhibit
of the history of Sonoma County’s
horses in 2016. Artifacts from the mid
1800’s to the present will be displayed
and will include fine art, photos, tack,
equipment, stories, and films. The
exhibition will showcase the history of
horses as they have been used for
services, entertainment, recreation,
and the impact of horses on the
county’s culture and economy.

Exhibits will be featured of:

Displays will include famous horse
ranches, breeders, and champions such
as: deTurk Ranch, Perce Brothers
Breeders, Jack London, Buster Millerick,
and horses Anteo, Lou Dillon,
Kenilworth, Surita, Nu Bar, Cavonniare,
Shakin Flo, as well as racing mule Black
Ruby.

è Mid 1900’s rodeos, movie stars, and
race horse training (Seabiscuit) at
Sonoma’s Millerick Ranch

è Vallejo’s Rancho in Petaluma, its horses
and production of spurs, saddles, and
bridles
è Sonoma County’s unbeatable and internationally famous trotting horses
è Jack London’s innovative horse breeding programs and rescue pioneering
è The Rosseter’s Rancho in WikiUp and its
famous race horses and equine social
events

We are just starting the process of
gathering information and artifacts for
potential inclusion in this exciting
exhibition. The goal is to provide
exhibits
that
are
interesting,
informative, educational, as well as
entertaining.
If you have any stories or artifacts
(photos, films, equipment, articles,
etc.) that you think might be
interesting to include in this exhibit, or
you would like to volunteer your
services, please notify:

è Sonoma County’s delivery horses which
became part of the Budweiser Clydesdales
è The Forestville horse that almost won
the Kentucky Derby

Wanda Smith
(707) 541-6091
director@cepec.us
or
Jay Palm
(707) 789-9200
jpalmhats@pacbell.net

Become a Visionary! Support CEPEC’s activities with your tax deductible contribution by:
Mailing a donation to: CEPEC, P.O. Box 2804, Santa Rosa, CA 95405
Making a PayPal online donation via the Donate button link at:
http://www.cepec.us/participate.htm#Donations
CEPEC is a non-profit 501c3 organization. Volunteers are welcome.
For more information, phone: (707) 541-6091 or email: director@cepec.us
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